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Arterial Evolution in the City
The  Maturation of Vancouver
Beyond Kyoto
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Recommending a Strategy
Ideas for Today and Tomorrow
Making Assets out of Liabilities
• Improving Livability
• Making Transit Work- make car ownership a choice, not a requirement
• Put a brake on suburban sprawl- don’t make the kids move to Exurbia.
• Make housing affordable: letting people in.
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Metro Vancouver Planning Coalition 2003.04

Vision Statement
 Let Vancouver Happen and reduce our “footprint” too.

 Enlighten the NIMBY, Subdue the attitude of denial,
privilege and patronage.

 Give “the kids” a chance to live in their own city.

 If Paris is 30x more efficient, Vancouver needs density
to achieve both ecological and economic pattern.
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Goal and Objective
 The desired goal: Environment, Livability, Mobility

and Enrichment of Lifestyles.

 The desired objective: Economy and Environment
both benefit from Arterial Infill

  Arterial Infill achieve needed densification and
can address designing good housing for a now
poor location.
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We now are told  Metro Vancouver is the Valley:
The mountains and ocean and border are barriers
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Mountain towns make Vancouver more central again
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When the strait is a link, not a barrier, the city is central again
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The West Side is a hub, not a hole in the doughnut
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All of this is just the central city: of a Metro Area 
This is not a suburb, but the vibrant heart.
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Another Solution: creating real estate by arterial tunnels
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The 3rd Dimension: to save transit & our streets: 
grade separation has to occur as soon & as often as possible.

The SACC
Arbutus Line
Example.
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Today’s Situation
 Summary of the current situation

 - denial of “natural trends”, benefits of accretion and
accumulation.

 Embracing Change, empowering the city.

 Cutting back, way back on the paving of the Valley.

 The Valley towns too need an imploded pattern, not
sprawl.
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Middle Class Vancouver, still here but ??
Where are your kids going to live, & afford, what?

 25 years ago: middle class could afford Vancouver proper, it was a
choice.

 This means today says David Baxter, Vancouver still has a middle
class in balance with the Metro area, for now, but a shift is underway.

  The impact of high demand- low supply and our eccentric geography,
makes the central city unaffordable for the future unless selective
densification happens with livable options.

 Ground oriented housing at higher density,& affordable

 Apartments with gardens -- yet to explore.

 Ranges of housing types up to now denied.

 Middle density communities not yet explored.
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What patterns for the maturation of the central city,
yet safeguard the better parts of Central Suburbia?

• Families have short tenancies but  politically restrict long term
Options and decision making that preclude needed change:

• NIMBYism is a conservation move for the already housed but
An environmental negative impact for the city as a whole.

• Entrenched self interest has a multiplying negative impact way out 
In the Suburbs. 
• A row-house unit lost from the city is a large lot created
In the outskirts and another load on the highways.

• This is a lose-lose situation which will take generations to correct.
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Arterial Locations are community assets
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Third Dimension: creating land just where it is most valuable.
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Urban studies show density does not always mean high rise.
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Maturation also means new forms, better forms, and quality.
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Has incremental design given better buildings
-or just more of the same?
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Half way measures have created more conflict than
Providing for full community evolution, not just the strip, but depth
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Evolving beyond the strip, giving depth and nodes
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How Did We Get Here?
 - historical information: city role as central place is

denied, including the inner ring housing transition-
an unaffordable city of increasingly the rich and the
poor. It is time to reassess central city reality in
social and economic terms, how viable is it really?

 Original assumptions that are no longer valid-
compact urban areas in Valley now eroding,
expanding. Livable Region Corrupted as a vision. 5
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Demographic factors also driving the need to change: example.
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Available Options
 The  alternative strategies: reassess now or

allow erosion of farmland and the livable region.

 School M’arm planning in the central city, and
cowboy development in the outskirts; it is time to
reassess the whole pattern of development.

 List advantages & disadvantages of each

 State cost of each option- last 50 years is a
waste and a luxury which cannot be sustained. 6
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Arterials for traffic: biting the bullet, moving the traffic.
(Making land, correcting land use errors, stopping sprawl.)
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The Future Alternate:
A pattern of jewels in a sea of green.
Watch the evolution of an organic plan.
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Urban Futures Institute
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Seniors Arterial Duplex Cluster at Adera & 41st Example
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Fee simple rowhouses example on Adera & 41st
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Assisted Living for Seniors at Adera & 41st example
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Seniors Assisted Living at Adera & 41st example
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Another Green Solution denied to Vancouver: earth sheltered space
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Waking up to the third dimension:

Densification for affordability and green choices in combo.
Mobility with options 
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Recommendation
 Recommend one or more of the strategies

 Summarize the results if things go as proposed

 What to do next

 Identify Action Items
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